
Help Your Child Master Story 
Structure at Home
Does your child struggle to organize their thoughts when writing stories? You're not 
alone. Many parents watch their kids stare at blank pages, unsure where to begin or 
how their ideas fit together. The good news? Understanding story structure is a skill 
you can practice together at home, and it's easier than you think.



The Simple Framework Every Story Needs
Every great story follows a simple pattern that you can teach your child 
in minutes. Think of it like building blocks that stack together to create 
something amazing.

Stories have three essential parts that work together:

Beginning: Introduces characters and sets up the problem

Middle: Shows what happens as characters try to solve the problem

End: Resolves the problem and wraps things up

This framework gives kids a roadmap to follow, making writing less 
overwhelming and more fun.



Practice Story #1: The Missing 
Homework
Let's practice together! Read this short story with your child, then work through the 
questions below. There's no pressure4this is about learning to spot the pattern.

Emma woke up Monday morning excited for school. She had worked hard on her 
science project all weekend. But when she reached into her backpack, her heart 
sank4the project was gone! She remembered leaving it on the kitchen counter. 
Emma called her mom, who brought it to school just in time. Emma smiled with relief 
as she handed her project to the teacher.



Question 1: What's the Problem?
Every story needs a problem to solve. Help your child identify what goes wrong in Emma's day. Talk through each option together4this process of 
elimination builds critical thinking skills.

A. Emma is excited about school
This describes how Emma feels, but it's not a problem that needs 
solving.

B. Emma can't find her project
Correct! This is the main problem that drives the whole story 
forward.

C. Emma worked all weekend
This is background information, not the central problem of the story.

D. Emma has a science teacher
This is a minor detail, not the problem Emma needs to solve.



Question 2: How Does Emma Solve It?
The middle of a story shows the character taking action. What does Emma actually do to fix her problem? Guide your child to focus on the actions and 
solutions, not just descriptions.

1

She looks in her backpack again
She does check her backpack, but this doesn't solve the problem.

2

She calls her mom to bring the project
Correct! This is the key action that solves Emma's problem.

3

She makes a new project at school
This didn't happen in the story4watch out for answers that seem 
logical but aren't actually in the text.

4

She tells her teacher she forgot it
While this might be part of the solution, it's not the main action that 
fixes the problem.



Practice Story #2: The Neighborhood Game
Ready for another round? This story is a bit different, giving your child practice with various story structures. Read together and discuss what makes 
this story work.

The kids on Maple Street wanted to play soccer, but they didn't have enough players for two teams. Jake suggested they call friends from other 
streets. Within an hour, twelve kids gathered at the park. They split into teams and played until sunset. Everyone agreed it was the best game ever 
and planned to meet again next Saturday.



What Makes This Story Complete?
Now let's identify what happens at the end. A good ending ties everything together and shows how things worked out. Help your child understand 
why endings matter4they give readers a satisfying conclusion.

1

A. Kids needed more players
This is from the beginning4it sets up the 
problem, not the ending.

2

B. They played until sunset and 
planned to meet again
Correct! This wraps up the story and shows 
the positive outcome.

3

C. Jake had a good idea
This is from the middle4it's how they solved 
the problem, not the ending.



Tips for Practicing at Home
You've got this! Here are simple ways to build these skills into your daily routine without adding stress to your busy schedule.

01

Read together and pause
Ask "What's the problem?" or "How did they solve it?" while reading 
bedtime stories. It takes just seconds but builds powerful skills.

02

Play the "what if" game
Change one part of a familiar story and talk about how it affects the rest. 
This shows how story parts connect.

03

Start small with real life
Have your child tell you about their day using beginning, middle, and end. 
Real experiences make the best practice stories.

04

Celebrate progress, not perfection
Every attempt builds confidence. Focus on effort and improvement rather 
than getting every answer right.

Remember, you don't need to be an English teacher to help your child succeed. Just spending a few minutes practicing together makes a real 
difference. These skills will serve them well in school and beyond!


