Help Your Child Become a Word
Detective at Home

Does your child ever stumble over unfamiliar words while reading? You're not alone.
Many parents watch their kids skip over challenging vocabulary, missing out on
chances to build reading comprehension. The good news? You can turn these
moments into powerful learning opportunities—and it only takes a few minutes a day.




The Secret Skill: Context Clues

Context clues are like breadcrumbs authors leave behind to help
readers figure out unfamiliar words. Instead of rushing to the
dictionary, your child can become a word detective—using the
surrounding sentences to crack the code.

This skill builds confidence, improves comprehension, and
makes reading more enjoyable. Best of all, it's something you
can practice together during your regular reading time.

PN

\



Let's Practice Together: A Detective Story

Here's a fun example you can try with your child right now. Read this short passage together:

"Maya walked through the bustling marketplace. Vendors called out their prices, children weaved between the stalls, and the air filled with a mix of

spices and laughter. She had never seen such a lively place before."

Ask your child: What does "bustling" mean?

Empty and quiet Full of activity and people

Very expensive Broken or damaged



Solution #1: Use the Process of
Elimination

Walk through each option together using clues from the story. This teaches critical
thinking while building vocabulary.

Option 1: Empty and quiet

The passage mentions vendors calling out, children weaving around, and lots
of sounds. This is the opposite of empty and quiet. Cross it out!

Option 2: Full of activity and people

This matches perfectly! The story describes vendors, children, sounds,
and calls it "lively." This is our answer!

Option 3: Very expensive
Nothing in the passage talks about prices or cost. Not supported by the
text.

Option 4: Broken or damaged

The marketplace sounds vibrant and active, not broken. Doesn't fit!



Solution #2: Look for Context Clue Types

Teach your child to spot different types of context clues. These patterns appear in almost every book they read.
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Examples Contrasts

The author gives examples that show what the word means. In our Look for words like "but," "unlike," or "however." These signal that the
story, the examples of vendors calling out and children weaving unknown word means the opposite of something familiar in the
around show us what "bustling" looks like. sentence.
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Synonyms Definitions

Sometimes the author uses a similar word nearby. In our story, The sentence might directly explain the word using phrases like
"lively" appears right after "bustling"—they mean almost the same "which means" or "in other words." This is the easiest clue to spot!
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Solution #3: Make It a Daily Habit

Turn context clue detective work into a fun routine. Here's how to make
it stick:

e During story time: Pause when you encounter a tricky word. Ask,
"What clues can we find nearby?"

e Create a word wall: Write down new words your child discovers and

their meanings

* Celebrate success: High-five every time they figure out a word
without help

* Be patient: This skill takes practice, but it transforms reading from

frustrating to empowering

Remember: Every time your child uses context clues, they're building
independence as a reader. You're not just helping with one word—

you're teaching a lifelong skill.




